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PRISM BEAM EXPANSION SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE AND RELATED
APPLICATION

The subject application claims priority on Chinese patent
application CN 201410806115.X filed on Dec. 19, 2014.
The contents and subject matters of the priority application
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to expansion of parallel light
beams, particularly, a prism beam expansion system for the
expansion of parallel light beams, such as in a linewidth
narrowing module of an excimer laser or a dye laser.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The narrow width excimer laser for lithography generally
employs a combination of a prism beam expansion system
with an echelle grating for linewidth narrowing. The role of
the prism beam expansion system is to expand laser light in
the horizontal direction. As the linewidth of a lithography
machine is inversely proportional to the expansion factor, a
technician strives for an expansion factor as large as possible
via combination of prisms. In the current technology, for
examples, see U.S. Pat. No. 5,978,409 and Chinese Patent
CN101581866B, three to four prisms are employed for
realizing an expansion factor of 20-30 times. The sizes of the
prisms successively grow with the expansion and transmis-
sion of the light beam, with the size of the big prism at the
end of the expansion system being generally over 100 mm.
In the technical field, material for the prism is generally
selected from an ultraviolet fusedsilica or calcium fluoride
with high transmittance. As optical materials in large size are
difficult to fabricate and limited in production quantity, they
are expensive. Further, the current technology employs right
angle prisms of different specifications and requires different
tools or clamps during polishing, and hence, the processing
cycle is long and cost is high.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To overcome the dependence on large size prisms and
high cost in the current technology, the present invention
provides a prism beam expansion system employing a
combination of low cost and small size right angle prisms to
obtain a large expansion factor.

The prism beam expansion system of the present inven-
tion comprises more than 2 right angle prisms with the same
structure and placed consecutively in alignment. The inci-
dent light beam in an incident medium enters through an
inclined plane of the right angle prism, termed as incident
inclined plane, and exits as an exit light beam that is
perpendicular to a right angle plane of the same prism,
termed as exit right angle plane. The vertex angle o of each
prism are equal and satisfies the following expression:

o = arcsin| ﬂ X sinfl
(I’LZ )

where nl and n2 respectively represent the refractive
indexes of the laser beam in the incident medium and in the
right angle prisms.
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In the prism beam expansion system of the present
invention, the right angle prisms are grouped with the
incident inclined planes of the prisms in each group being
serially connected along a line.

In the prism beam expansion system of the present
invention, the incident inclined plane and the exit right angle
plane are polished, while the other right angle plane is not
polished.

In the prism beam expansion system of the present
invention, the incident inclined plane and the exit right angle
plane are coated with an antireflection coating against a
wavelength of the incident laser beam.

In the prism beam expansion system of the present
invention, the transmittance of the right angle prism is
greater than 50%.

In the prism beam expansion system of the present
invention, the right angle prism may be a right angle
trapezoidal prism.

The prism beam expansion system of the present inven-
tion is mostly employed for the expansion of parallel light
beams, such as in a linewidth compression module of a
excimer laser or a dye laser. It is advantageous in that the
laser beam may arrive at any expansion factor of any number
via increasing the number of the right angle prisms, without
being restricted by the size of the prism material. The prism
beam expansion system of the present invention is further
advantageous in that it consumes less material and has a low
cost. Moreover, right angle prisms with the same specifica-
tion are suitable for mass production, which will lead to
substantive reduction in processing cycles and cost.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing a first embodiment
of the prism beam expansion system of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing a second embodi-
ment of the prism beam expansion system of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing a third embodi-
ment of the prism beam expansion system of the present
invention for a trapezoidal prism beam expansion system.

Reference numbers and designations used in the figures
are as follows:

rl represents an incident light beam; r2 represents an exit

light beam; il represents an inclined plane of the right
angle prism; i2 and i3 each represents a right angle
plane of the right angle prism; P1 represents the first
group; P2 represents the second group; P3 represents
the third group; P4 represents the fourth group; El
represents the first right angle trapezoidal prism; and
E2 represents the second right angle trapezoidal prism.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION AND EMBODIMENTS

First, the vertex angle o of the right angle prisms of the
prism beam expansion system of the present invention must
be determined as follows. For the light beam to exit per-
pendicularly to the right angle plane of the prism, the vertex
angle of the prism may be calculated via calculation of the
incident angle of the light beam. Referring to FIG. 1,
according to the Law of Refraction of Light:

#nlxsin 01=n2xsin 62

M

wherein 61, 02 are respectively the incident angle and the
refraction angle, nl, n2 are constants, and represent the
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refractive indexes of the laser light in respect of air and the
prism respectively. In the case of perpendicular exit, the
refraction angle and the vertex angle o of the prism are the
same.

02=a ()]

Hence the vertex angle of the prism is calculated via the
following expression:

nl 3
a= arcsm(ﬁ X sm@l)
The expansion factor of an individual prism is thus:
cos62 _ cosa 4

= CosBl ~ cosfl

Next, the working principle of the prism beam expansion
system of the present invention is as follows. As shown in
FIG. 1 which is the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the prism beam expansion system of the present
invention has 4 right angle prisms with the same specifica-
tion. All the prisms are serially connected and lined up in a
line along the X direction. The incident light beam r1 enters
via the inclined plane i1 of the right angle prism, while the
exit light beam r2 is perpendicular to the right angle plane
i2. The vertex angle o of each right angle prism equals one
another, the incident angle 61 equals one another, and the
refraction angle 62 equals one another.

In the first embodiment, ultra violetsilica fused silica is
adopted as the material for the right angle prism (n2=1.56,
n1=1.00), the incident angle 01 being 72 degrees. According
to the expressions (3) and (4), the vertex angle o is 37.56
degrees, and the expansion factor can reach 2.565. The
specification of the right angle prism is:

4=50.00 mm,B=39.64 mm,C=30.48 mm, and H=30
mim

®
wherein A, B, and C are the lengths of the hypotenuse and
the two right angle sides of the right angle prism, and H is
the thickness of the right angle prism. FIG. 1 shows that the
prism beam expansion system is capable of realizing expan-
sion of a light beam.

Further, the reason of reduced cost of the present inven-
tion is as follows. In the first embodiment, 4 right angle
prisms of absolutely identical structure are employed. With
V, denoting the volume of the right angle prism, the net
volume of the ultra violet fused silica required by the prism
beam expansion system is:

©

BxC
Va:(\/;)><4:( 5 ><H)><4

In comparison, for example in U.S. Pat. No. 5,978,409,
the same expansion factor is realized via a large right angle
prism. The net volume required of the ultra violet fused
silica is:

_UxBxaxo) )

Vb 3
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The ration of the two volumes is:

a4
2

®
]7 =

Thus, to obtain the same expansion factor, the present
invention consumes just ¥4 of the material of the prior art,
thus substantially reducing the cost of material for the beam
expander. The greater the expansion factor, the more obvi-
ous the cost benefit of the present invention. Moreover, the
prior art employs right angle prisms of different specifica-
tion, which invariably requires different clamping tools,
while in the present embodiment, multiple small size right
angle prisms of the same specification are used to substan-
tially reduce the processing cycle and the cost.

In the second embodiment of the present invention, a laser
light expansion of an expansion factor of 43 is enunciated.
As shown in FIG. 2, seven (7) identical right angle prisms
are employed for laser light expansion. The size of the vertex
angles, the three lengths and the height of each right angle
prism are the same as listed in expression (5). They are
divided into 4 groups: the first group P1 comprises one right
angle prism, the second group P2 comprises one right angle
prism, the third group P3 comprises two right angle prisms,
and the fourth group P4 comprises three right angle prisms.

The incident angles for the four groups are the same, 72
degrees. As stated previously, the expansion factor realized
by an individual right angle prism is M,=2.565 times, and
then the total expansion factor for all the four groups is
M=(M,)*=(2.565)*=43.29 times.

To design an expansion system with a larger expansion
factor, it only needs to increase the number of prisms in each
group in the present invention. The sub systems on the
backend of the expansion system are not restricted by the
size of the material of the prisms. To realize an expansion
factor of any number, all is needed is to add an aperture of
a specific diameter at the location of the incident light beam
or the exit light beam in the present invention.

In the third embodiment of the present invention, refer-
ring to FIG. 3, four (4) right angle trapezoidal prisms of the
identical structure are employed for optical light beam
expansion. The right angle trapezoidal prism is obtained
from the right angle prism on FIG. 1 viacutting away the
vertex along the exit light beam r2. All the right angle
trapezoidal prisms are serially connected and lined up along
a same direction. It is advantageous in that the adjacent
surfaces of adjacent right angle trapezoidal prisms, such as
the bottom surface of the first right angle trapezoidal prism
E1 and the upper surface of the second right angle trapezoi-
dal prism E2, may be glued up together, so as to enable the
expansion system to have better stability.

Modification of the present invention and the designing
method for the right angle prism is possible to give rise to
an optical expansion system not restricted to right angle
prisms, which is within the scope of the present invention.

We claim:

1. A prism beam expansion system comprising

two or more right angle prisms consecutively placed in
alignment, each of the right angle prisms having an
incident inclined plate (il), an exit right angle plane
(12), and a vertex angle ., and the incident plate (i1),
the exit right angle plane (i2), and the vertex angle o of
all right angle prisms having the same structure,

wherein an incident light beam (r1) in an incident media
enters through the inclined plane (i1) of the first right
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angle and exits as an exit light beam (r2) that is
perpendicular to the right angle plane (i2) of the same
right angle prism,

the vertex angle o satisfies an expression:

o = arcsin| E X sinfl
(nZ )’

nl and n2 respectively represent refractive indexes of the 10

light beam in the incident media and in the right angle prism.

2. The prism beam expansion system of claim 1, wherein
the right angle prisms are grouped with the incident inclined
planes of the prisms in each group being serially connected
along a line.

3. The prism beam expansion system of claim 1, wherein
the incident inclined plane and the exit right angle plane of
the right angle prisms are polished, and the other right angle
plane of the right angle prisms is not polished.

4. The prism beam expansion system of claim 1, wherein
the incident inclined plane and the exit right angle plane are
coated with an antireflection coating against a wavelength of
the incident light beam.

5. The prism beam expansion system of claim 1, wherein
a transmittance of the right angle prism is greater than 50%.

6. The prism beam expansion system of claim 1, wherein
the right angle prism is a right angle trapezoidal prism in the
prism beam expansion system.
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